
For most of my career, I have told students and
their families that if they give four years of hard
work and effort to our program, they should
have something to show for it.  I promised them
that in return, I would do everything I can to
help them secure scholarship opportunities.

"You may or may not accept an offer," I would
say, "and that's fine. But you deserve the
chance."

I actually have a pretty solid record of keeping
my promise to students over the years, but I was
always frustrated that it was all I had to offer—
and it only helped if students chose to accept
the scholarship offer and pursue the college
degree, which was usually (though not always)
theatre or arts-related.  

This year, I am pleased to announce that we
have a new way to express our thanks. In
September we applied to the Georgia
Department of Education to take part in the
Fine Arts Diploma Seal program, and last week
we received word that we are approved to start
offering the seal to students who graduate this
year.  Seniors who meet certain requirements
and engage in an approved Senior Project, will
graduate with a Georgia Department of
Education Fine Arts Seal secured to their
diplomas.  We are excited about this new
program! We don't know how many students
will take advantage of it, but we believe it is the
start of something that will grow. And for me
personally? I can finally offer those hard-
working students something more than my
thanks and a scholarship opportunity that they
may or may not choose to pursue.     

That's it for now.  As always, we hope to see you
at the theatre!

Sincerely

Dean Slusser
Fine Arts Director
Camden County Schools

Directed by Mr. Jason Hill, the production features just three cast members, who come together to share
their madcap version of the American story. Sophomore Trysta Goolsby joins junior Na'Shai Warthen and
senior Madeline Lee for the performance.  Victoria Faraon is stage manager.

In the second performance of the evening, the Advanced Drama class will bring a new format to the CCHS
stage with a Readers' Theatre production of Melanie Marnich's These Shining Lives. The play tells the story
of a group of women known as the radium girls, who worked painting glow-in-the-dark watch faces
throughout the 1920's and suffered the effects of radium poisoning as a result. The cast is led by Payton
Richardson as Catherine Wolfe Donohue. She is joined by Alexia Carter, Victoria Faraon, Daisy Wilcox and
John Reed.  Logan McDonald, Rebecca Raley, Camden Lang and Ethan Spinks round out the cast.  

A Reader's Theatre production is something more than a staged reading, but less than a full-scale theatrical
production done in a realistic style. It is, as the genre suggests, a theatrical presentation that takes on certain
elements of a reading.  Scripts will actually be on stage for the show, but—if the production goes as planned
—the audience may not notice them.  

Ticket vouchers are attached for Friends of the Arts members. The box office will open at 5:30 on
performance nights.  House will open at 6:00 for a 6:30 curtain.  We hope you can join us for our second
entry in the 2020-2021 CCHS Fine Arts Academy Season: An Evening of One Act Plays.

The CCHS Theatre continues the 2020-
2021 season with two one-act plays on
Thursday and Friday evenings, October 15-
16 at 6:30 PM in the CCHS Auditorium.

First up is The Complete History of America
(abridged) by Adam Long, Reed Martin and
Austin Tichenor. This lightening-paced,
raucous take on the American experience
covers 600 years of history in 3300
seconds, and once you see it, history will
never be the same! This fifty-five minute
rollercoaster ride through the glorious
quagmire that is American History reminds
us that it’s not the length of your history
that matters — it’s what you’ve done with it!

Look for us at the following events!  We will look for you!

OCTOBER 20                                         Autumn Vespers (CCHS Chorus)

NOVEMBER 10                Poetry Out Loud (CCHS Fine Arts Academy)

NOVEMBER 22-24          The Cherry Sisters: Revisited (CCHS Theatre)

DECEMBER 4-6                                         The Nutcracker (CCHS Dance)

DECEMBER 7                               SMMS Middle School Band Concert 

DECEMBER 8                                  CMS Middle School Band Concert

DECEMBER 10                           Upon A Winter's Eve (CCHS Chorus)

Until next time... !

THE FINER THINGS

AN EVENING OF ONE ACT PLAYS Next Up for CCHS Theatre

Ticket vouchers for An Evening of One Acts and Autumn Vespers

A .pdf version of this edition

Have you renewed your Friends of the Arts membership?   If you need a copy of this year's brochure
or want more information, contact Dean Slusser at dslusser@camden.k12.ga.us

..........................................

From the Director: 

The CCHS Fine Arts Academy Newsletter

O c t o b e r  1 2 ,  2 0 2 0V o l u m e  2 :  I s s u e  2

Attached to this Newsletter

Something More...

UPCOMING
EVENTS

Comedy & Drama Sct for October 15-16

Studio Theatre

Little Theatre

2nd Floor view  

CCHS Chorus Prepares for
Autumn Vespers

The CCHS Choral program is preparing for
Autumn Vespers, the annual fall chorus concert,
scheduled for Tuesday, October 30 at 6:30 PM
in the CCHS Auditorium.  

In a world that has been pretty much upside
down for the better part of the year, CCHS
Choral Director Lashan Wolfe has managed to
bring together a full program of music to share
with our patrons and the general public.
Throughout the pandemic, she and other fine 
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arts faculty, has worked to stay abreast of best practices and safety precautions. 
We continue to monitor studies and recommendations as new information about coronavirus and the
national pandemic come to light. While guidelines begin to allow for more public singing, we still plan to
take the utmost precautions to keep our students and audiences safe while bringing you the highest quality
performances. While we are still a little uncertain what the overall performance will look like, we do know
that all choral groups will be allowed the opportunity to perform.  

Tickets for Autumn Vespers are available at the door for $6 each with a family cap of $20.  Friends of the Arts
ticket vouchers are attached.

Please wear your mask inside and leave it on during
the performance;
Please practice social distancing in the lobby;
Please respect the rows that are blocked off.  We are
only using every other row in the auditorium;
Wash and sanitize your hands often; and
If you are experiencing any signs of illness that might
be related to COVID-19, please remain at home.

GOOD NEWS ABOUT COVID-19?
Perhaps, But Please Remember: Safety First

2020 has certainly been a year to remember.  Many of us
wonder if things can get worse, but we are afraid to suggest
they can't for fear that we will be proven wrong!  Finally, it
appears that there may be some good news on the horizon
concerning COVID-19. Numbers are coming down,
studies are suggesting that we may be seeing the beginning
of the end of this pandemic—and the New York Times has
suggested that the steps being taken to get us through the
virus may be working even more quickly than we thought
possible.  Economies are starting to re-emerge, and people
are gradually finding a new sense of normal.  

That said, we want to emphasize our desire to continue to
practice safety to the best of our ability as we try to give
our students and our community a "normal" school year.
Being in school is important to everyone and we need
your help to make it happen.  When you come to our
performances, we ask that you continue to follow our
safety protocols:

1.

2.
3.

4.
5.

We are in our eleventh week in school during a year when
many people didn't think we would make it this long. 
 Please help us stay by honoring these requests!

CCHS approved for Fine Arts Diploma Seal
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